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Welcome to our new students
July 20th 2017

A big welcome to Cranbourne
Park Primary School to our
new students. We hope that
you settle into our school and
quickly make lots of new
friends.

Dates to
Remember
July 21st
Blue Light Disco
Years 3, 4, 5, & 6
July 26th
Lunch orders resume
28th July
Swimming commences

100% Attendance Morning Tea

14th August
Curriculum Day

Wow! In term 2 seventy-four students attended school every single day! What a
magnificent accomplishment! To recognise this great achievement they participated
in a special morning tea on Wednesday.

Coming soon…….
September 7th
Disco

Term 3 Lunch Orders
Bazil’s Mobile Catering Services will commence term
3 lunch orders on WEDNESDAY 26th JULY. A new
menu and pricelist will be distributed with this
newsletter. Extra copies are available from the
General Office or on our website.
Student Attitudes to School Survey
In the last week of term 4, students in years 4 - 6 had the opportunity to participate in
the Student Attitudes to School Survey conducted annually by the Department of
Education and Training.
This year, for the first time, the survey was conducted on line. Results of our survey
will be available soon and will be shared in our newsletter.
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Lions Club Junior Public Speaking Competition
Once again we will be participating in the Lions Club Junior
Public Speaking Competition.
The program gives students in primary schools the
opportunity to develop their ability to speak in public. The
competition is run for primary students in grades 3, 4, 5 and
6.
The program has been running successfully for many years
with glowing reports from both parents and teachers.
Students really enjoy the program and reap the benefit for
yours to come.
The topics for 2017 are:
Grades 3 –4 (speech to be timed at 3 minutes)
If you had the chance to go anywhere…. Where would you go
and what would you do when you got there? Who would you
take? Why this place?
Grades 5—6 (speech to be timed at 4 minutes)
If you could fix one problem in the world … what would you
fix? How do you think you would fix it? What resources do
you think you would need? Would you do it alone? If not,
who would you ask for help?
The school competition will commence very soon. If you are
interested in competing, start thinking about your topic and
watch out for more details!
2017 Swimming Program
The school swimming program for 2017 will be held at the Casey Race complex commencing
Friday July 28 through to Friday September 15
Students undertaking the program will participate in a total of eight lessons over the term. Each
lesson will be 45 minute in duration.
Swimming is an important activity in our school calendar. While the swimming program is
primarily about students learning to swim or refining their swimming skills, the swimming
program also presents us with an important opportunity to reinforce the concepts of student
responsibility and independence.
Children will be required to take responsibility for themselves and their belongings. This involves
students changing into their bathers, ensuring their belongings are gathered and safely stored while
they are swimming, and re-dressing at the conclusion of the lesson. As such, it is important that
students participating in the swimming program are able to dress themselves and care for their
belongings.
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Staying relevant in a Digital World
By Martine Oglethorpe
As technology continues to advance and our lives become more immersed in
everything digital, the challenges faced by parents can often feel overwhelming.
We know that the technology is here to stay and we also know the many benefits
that we can reap from the digital world. There are amazing ways we can connect and collaborate, raise awareness,
create, learn and share. We are also frequently made well aware of the dangers and pitfalls of this connected world.
We hear often about the predators, the pornography, the paedophiles, the gaming obsessions, the screen-time
addictions and the cyberbullying.
So how do we ensure that our kids are getting the very best that the technology has to offer whilst avoiding those
negative elements?
One of the best ways we can do this as parents is to remain relevant. But how do we stay relevant in a world that
seems to move so fast? In a world where our kids already seem to know so much?
It starts by taking the time to get to know the world your children are growing up in and work to understand the
challenges they face. Because kids do face challenges and they will make mistakes. We need to ensure that those
mistakes are ones they can learn from and aren’t life changing.
Be the Wise ones
Well they may well have a lot of knowledge when it comes to all things technical. But they are not necessarily wise
like us. Now I use the word ‘us’ very loosely here in referring to the adult population, because anyone who has spent
any time online knows there are many adults who are not wise. But generally speaking, adults have a lot more
understanding of the intricacies of interactions, relationships and the complexities of human behaviours than kids do.
Our kids are interacting and connecting with others in a world that is often beyond what they are developmentally and
emotionally ready for. We need to help them with that.
Play and interact
Sure we all love the lure of an iPad to ensure we can finish our coffee whilst its hot or get the dinner cooked
uninterrupted. But if we also take the time to play and interact with our kids and their devices, we get a different
perspective about what they enjoy. We get the bonus of the interactive element as well as time to bond and enjoy
something together. We also put ourselves in a much better position to set relevant boundaries and help them
understand those boundaries.
Listen to others and listen to your child
If your friend’s child is playing a game, has an account on social media or enjoys certain websites, then there is a
good chance your child does too. Just as we would play at the park or hang out at the milk bar where our friends were
when we were young, so too our kids will hang out where their mates are playing. So listen to those parents in the
playground. Listen in to which popular apps and games are spoken about in the media. Listen to your child. Ask them
what they like to do. Ask them about their concerns or their challenges. You may never keep up with every single app
or site that your child visits, but if you have a good understanding of the ways kids are using technology and the sorts
of things the technology is capable of, then you are in a much better position to help them use it safely and smartly.
Be open and honest about what is out there
Whilst there are times we certainly lament the passing of the good old days where screens, and social media were not
such an integral part of our lives, we cannot afford to be in denial about the role technology has and will continue to
play in the lives of our children. So rather than shut it down and try to avoid it, we need to be ready to have
conversations that we may prefer not to have. We need to know that the average age a child first sees pornography is
about 11, so we should understand that this is a very real possibility for our children. So how are we going to prepare
them for that? What conversations would we need to have if we suspect this has happened? Because we do want to
make sure that the education they are getting comes from us and not from the online world itself.
So seek out knowledge, interact, talk to your kids and put yourself in the best position to remain relevant to your
child’s world. Be the one they come to should things go wrong. Be the one they come to, to share the positive
experiences they have online.
Our role as parents is not to shut down the accounts and take away the screens, but rather to ensure we are giving
them the skills, the understanding and the thinking to make the very best decisions every time they go online.

FREE ThinkUKnow Presentation

Tucker Street, CRANBOURNE
VIC 3977
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CRANBOURNE VIC 3977
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Fax: 03 5996 9210

We’re on the Web. Check us
out at:
www.cranbournepark.vic.edu.au

Lyndhurst Secondary College will be hosting a FREE ThinkUKnow
presentation on Thursday 10th August from 6-7.30pm and all parents,
carers and teachers are encouraged to attend.
ThinkUKnow Australia is a cyber safety education program that
educates parents, carers and teachers of how people are using
technology, the challenges they may face online, and how to help
them overcome these in a safe and ethical way.
ThinkUKnow Australia is a partnership between the Australian
Federal Police, Microsoft Australia, Datacom and the Commonwealth
Bank. The program is delivered in collaboration with policing partners
New South Wales Police Force, Northern Territory Police,
Queensland Police, South Australia Police, Tasmania Police, Western
Australia Police, as well as Neighbourhood Watch Australasia.
The presentation will be delivered by a local law enforcement member
and an industry volunteer. The presentation covers issues relating to
children and young peoples’ privacy and security online, their
relationships with other users and their online reputation. It provides
insight into the devices young people are using, as well as the popular
websites, apps and social networking sites they’re accessing.
This is a fantastic opportunity for you to learn more about young
people and the online environment, and how you can help them to be
safe and responsible users of technology.
After the presentation, you will have the opportunity to ask questions
relating to Lyndhurst Secondary College and the educational
opportunities we provide. Staff members will be available to speak to
you, if you’d like to, about the enrolment process at Lyndhurst.
For more information, you can visit www.thinkuknow.org.au or
contact Jacqueline Sampson, Middle Sub School Leader at Lyndhurst
Secondary College on 5996 0144.
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