
There is more treasure in books than in all the 

pirate's loot on treasure island. - Walt Disney

Another term has come to an end. Congratulations to everyone on a successful 
term! 

Together, we have managed another COVID lockdown and continued our learning 
through Seesaw and Webex. It was great to see the number of videos and posts 
made showcasing student learning at home. 

Exciting news continues to help shape our year with many projects currently 
underway and more to start next term. The biggest project so far will be the 
replacement of the school fences to ensure ongoing safety of students and 
security of the school. Next term we will see the start of the fencing being 
replaced around the oval and the large fence separating the oval and basketball 
court will be removed. By the end of the year all the fencing inside and along the 
side of the school will be replaced. This does mean the oval will not be available 
for use outside of school hours. 

Next term we are also investigating an option to upgrade the school oval. The 
school is looking at ideas from other schools to include rubberised surfaces, 
improved drainage, new goal post designs and playground equipment. This project 
is at the design stage now and if approved, will begin in 2022.

 We look forward to what term 3 will bring. Some important events will be the 
parent/teacher interviews, Father’s day stall and other school events, a Curriculum 
Day and Footy Day at the end of the term. Information will be shared closer to the 
time frames for each event. 

Next term the canteen will be open on a Friday, not a Tuesday. Orders will still go 
to the office each Friday morning. 

Finally, over the holidays it is important to stay safe and keep well. 

Ross Carlson

Dates to Remember

Friday, June 25 - Last day of Term - 
2.30pm dismissal
Monday, July 12 - Term 3 
commences
Tuesday, Aug 3 - Parent Teacher
Interviews
Monday, Sep 13 - 
Curriculum Day
Friday, Sep 17 - 
Last day of Term 3
- 2.30pm dismissal
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Respect for self, others, learning and environment.

June 25, 2021

Newsletter

Research shows that children who are given exposure to books daily by someone who loves books will develop the desire to learn to read. 

When you do your best to find time to read aloud every day, you're doing much more than "just" reading to your child.

 

When you make time to read aloud to your child,, you also make time for:

● Enjoying the sheer pleasure that books can bring

● Real-life exposure to the language and literacy skills students have been learning throughout the course of the school day

● Inspiring beginning readers to plunge onward with their reading efforts

● Sending the message that reading books is so important, that time is made for it every day without exception.

Connect with us!
               Find us here

(Please note that the primary source of information 
continues to be via email.)

A school in the 
Philippines is 
made out of 
recycled 
bottles!
Learn more here.

https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/School/Cranbourne-Park-Primary-School-103106304879254/
https://inhabitat.com/asias-first-school-made-of-plastic-bottles-is-3x-stronger-than-concrete/bottle-school/


Wellbeing
Is your home child-safe?
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School Holiday Activities

We are about to go on school holidays and you may be grappling for new ways to amuse the kids. Look no 
further.  Here are some ideas for healthy holiday activities, which might just be good for the whole family.

Get kids in the kitchen

Teaching children how to cook is an easy way to encourage them to eat healthily — 
well into adulthood. One study found that young adults (aged 18 to 23) with some 
cooking skills had better nutritional outcomes a decade later, such as eating more 
vegetables and consuming less fast food.

Be active for at least 1 hour

There is some evidence that children can lose some fitness and increase their 
body mass index (BMI) during school holidays. It is recommended children aged 5 
and over should be physically active for at least 60 minutes every day.

Try incorporating activities that make kids 'puff' and build strength into their day. 
For example, a few minutes of dancing before dinner, playing ‘chasey’ or ‘tip’ and 
scootering to the shops.

According to raisingchildren.net.au, busy work schedules, lack of space and screen 
time — on devices such as TVs and tablets — can get in the way of physical

 activity. If you can’t get out to a park, consider talking to neighbours with young children about sharing the 
supervision of play time outside or in a safe street.

Let them sleep

Kids need more sleep than adults, which facilitates their growth, learning and development. Getting a solid 
night’s sleep can make your child happier, help them concentrate and improve their behaviour.
While it’s tempting to stay out later in the school holidays — and the odd late night for a special occasion is 
unlikely to cause harm — try to stick to their normal bedtime routine and encourage your child to get enough 
sleep for their age:
● Ages 3 to 5: 10 to 13 hours
● Ages 6 to 13: 9 to 11 hours
● Ages 14 to 17: 8 to 10 hours

Let them be bored

You don’t need to amuse your kids every minute of the school holidays 
— boredom is good for children. By pushing through boredom and 
entertaining themselves, kids learn to think more creatively and hone 
their problem-solving skills.
They’re also able to choose activities that match their mood. If your child's feeling energetic, they’ll be 
physically active; if they’re tired, they may find a restful thing to do. Boredom also promotes resilience, as they 
learn to get through something that, to a child, can feel tough or stressful.

https://raisingchildren.net.au/
https://www.pregnancybirthbaby.org.au/screen-time-for-kids
https://www.pregnancybirthbaby.org.au/screen-time-for-kids
https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/sleep-tips-for-children
http://unsplash.com
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Students’ Report
This issue we hear from our School Captains, Joshua and Bomi, with their 
observations of the changes taking place around our school.

Around Cranbourne Park in Semester One 

You may have noticed changes around our school in terms one and two. 

One of the most noticeable changes are the two new, colourful murals, one 
outside the gym and the other on the rebound wall. The one outside the gym 
reminds us all to be kind to each other and the rebound wall mural shows a 
wide range of sports with bright splotches of colour in the background. A big 
thank you must go to Mrs McClure for improving our playground. 

Several trees have been cut back or cut down. This change needed to be made 
for the safety of students. There have been some new plants and there are 
plenty of trees left for the many different birds we see every day. Some tree 
trunks have been left for wildlife habitat.

The benches at the entrance to the BER computer lab have been repaired and 
painted bright blue. Students and their families can play and sit safely around 
that area now. 

There are several new bins around the playground leading to less litter. It’s 
easier for our school community to pick up rubbish and put it where it belongs 
– in the bin. Happily there is less rubbish being washed into drains and into the 
ocean. 

The gardening club, with the help of Mrs McClure, has cleared out the old 
vegetable beds and replaced them. An indigenous garden has been set up, 
including rocks that have been hand-painted by students. Students tasted 
finger-limes from the garden recently and found them sweet and tangy. There 
are several other fruit trees, vegetables and herbs growing. 

When the preps play in the sandpit now, they have a choice of toys to play with. 
Tubs full of toys have been set up, encouraging students to have a variety of 
experiences and learn and play together. Several tables and matching benches 
have been set up around the basketball court in the prep area, where you might 
see students eating their icy poles and watching their friends shooting hoops. 

This semester we have been lucky to have Mrs Mai at our school to help 
students with their literacy. She is running the Tutor Learning Initiative which 
aims to catch some students up and extend others. Students enjoy working in 
small groups, discussing their ideas, thoughts and opinions about texts. 



4

Students’ Report

Once a fortnight the senior students have been spending a session with their 
prep buddies. We have made play dough and made shapes together, made 
Harmony Day hands, read books, investigated where people and places can 
be found on a map of the school and learned about prepositions such as 
behind, next to and below, using a model made by the seniors. 

All students now have a handwriting book to practise Victorian Cursive. Students 
have been enjoying learning about letter size, formation and spacing and how 
to join letters correctly. The books also have lots of interesting facts in them and 
you can rate your own handwriting. 

Several classrooms have been fitted with new blinds to stop glare during lessons, 
and allow students to clearly see interactive boards and focus on their work. 

Students and parents have had a say in a new school uniform design and colours, 
so stay tuned. 

All of these changes, with students and families 
having a say, have contributed to a fresh start 
to 2021, and we are looking forward to more 
positive changes in the future. 

Have a happy holiday from your 
School Captains, 

Joshua and Bomi

Around Cranbourne Park in Semester One - continued from previous page



What we’ve been doing in:

Grade 2

5

As part of our inquiry-based Mappen lessons, Grade 2 students were investigating how 
sounds are made via different sources.  Students were then tasked with designing an 
instrument and creating it from their plan.  The plan included materials required, and a 
drawing of the end product.  Using household materials, students made guitars, drums, 
shakers, xylophones and more.  The students really enjoyed getting creative and were very 
proud of their creations.  Well done Grade 2!
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What we’ve been doing in:

Grade 5/6

6

Our Grade 5 / 6 students have continued with procedural texts as their writing topic, with science experiments being the focus.  
Students are learning to identify and write the  aim, equipment needed, steps involved, and evaluation (question/hypothesis, 
observations).  Students then show that they can follow the steps of a procedure, before  writing their evaluations and 
comparing the results to their predictions/hypotheses.   The students loved the opportunity to get hands on in the experiments, 
which included making oobleck, a substance that acts like liquid when poured, but like a solid when force is acting on it; 
changing the colour of celery leaves; finding out what happens to the colour of M&Ms when put in water; and planting seeds. 

6

Oobleck gets its name 
from the Dr. Seuss 
book Bartholomew 
and the Oobleck where 
a gooey green 
substance, Oobleck, 
fell from the sky and 
wreaked havoc in the 
kingdom!



Our Grade 6 students followed a procedural text to 
make play dough.  They then took their play dough to 
the Preps for their Buddy session, where the Preps 
made and identified  2D shapes or character/objects 
from the book ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’. 

Well done Grade 6 students for creating an engaging 
task for your buddies, and well done Preps for making 
some brilliant creations with the play dough!

What we’ve been doing in:

Buddy Program

7 7



Stop Motion Animation
Stop motion animation is a filmmaking technique in which objects are physically moved in small increments and captured one 
frame at a time so that when played back, it will give the illusion of motion.  Stop motion animation is a meaningful way to 
introduce technology into the curriculum.

There are five steps involved in making a movie - Brainstorming, Storyboard, Set Building, Animation, Export.  Each step is an 
opportunity for various learning outcomes to be achieved, including:
Problem solving, improved fluency of language, research, enhanced literacy (reading and writing skills, vocabulary), 
communication and language skills, collaboration and innovation, critical thinking, working in a group, appreciation of various 
artistic media, ICT skills and critical analysis.
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This term in art the grade 5 and 6 students have created stop motion animations. Students wrote their storyboards, painted their 
sets and modelled their characters from plasticine before filming and presenting their animations. This was a very popular and 
engaging activity amongst the students and it was great to see their enthusiasm and creativity.  Great job 5 / 6!



Community News


