March 19, 2021

Newsletter
Respect for self, others, learning and environment.

From the Principal’s Ofﬁce...
It has been fantastic to see the students following our school values of respect.
Walking through the school there is an increasing sense of pride and many
wonderful examples of students playing and learning from each other. Thank you
for reinforcing our values at home, together we can continue driving forwards.
Please see below a number of updates across the school.

We are pleased to inform you that the testing during the first few weeks of term
has led to effective differentiated teaching across the school. Many students are
already making significant improvements and filling gaps created due to COVID.
TUTOR PROGRAM

Monday, March 22
Family photo orders due online
Tuesday, March 23
School Photos
Wednesday, March 24
Chocolate rafﬂe tickets due back

This week saw the beginning of the Tutor Learning
Initiative. Assessment data collected from Feb/March
2020 was compared to the same assessments this
year, enabling the identification of students that will
be involved in the program. Our school’s funding is
based on having 105 students supported in the TLI
but we have added additional support to include many
more students.

Thursday, March 25
Free Dress Day for chocolate
donations
Friday, March 26
Junior Sports Day
*Assembly cancelled*
Monday, March 29
Parent Teacher Interviews
3.30 - 7.30pm
CPPS welcomes
Carolyn Mai to lead the
Tutor Learning Initiative

STUDENT DEVICES
About 150 devices have been set up for families to keep, these are to be used in
the case of another lockdown. All families that requested a device during remote
learning have been offered one. There are about 30 devices still to be set up and
handed out. These devices do not need to be returned to the school.
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Dates to Remember

CURRICULUM

This program is led by our tutor Carolyn Mai, who is an
experienced teacher. Carolyn is leading two ES staff in
withdrawing small groups (3-5 students) for a 45 minute
intervention session. This currently focuses on reading
but the program will adapt across the year suiting the
needs of the students.

Inside this issue:

Thursday, April 1
Easter Parade 9.15am - All welcome
Chocolate Rafﬂe Drawn
Last day of Term 1
Dismissal 2.30pm
Monday, April 19
Curriculum Day - student-free day
Tuesday, April 20
First Day of Term 2 for students
Monday, May 3
Curriculum Day - student-free day
Monday, November 1
Curriculum Day - student free day

School Update
From the Principal’s Ofﬁce…(continued from page 1)
NAPLAN
NAPLAN preparations are underway, the nation-wide coordinated practice test will take place on the 25th of March, with the
NAPLAN testing period taking place over two weeks beginning 11th May. The tests will be online with the exception of year 3
writing which will be on paper. If any parents/carers have any issues with the tests they are encouraged to speak to the school
to discuss withdrawing the students.
TREES
This year we had a comprehensive tree audit. Unfortunately, the audit revealed a number of trees to have significant defects,
including internal rotting and diseases. As a result we have arranged to have a number of trees removed, including some large
gum trees. This is for the safety of all students. Where possible we have arranged ‘habitat pruning’ where parts of the tree
that are safe to leave will be left to enable birds to nest. We will also be replanting a number of trees in their place. Although
it is disappointing that we need to remove the trees please note that is for the safety of students.
PHOTOS
A friendly reminder that school photos are on the 23rd of March. Please ensure that your child/ren
are in full school uniform. The money and photo form needs to be brought to school on the 23rd of
March, it is handed directly to the photographer so please do not bring money before the 23rd.
Family photos must be ordered online before 11pm on March 22nd, or an order form can be
collected from the office.
PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS
A friendly reminder to book your Parent Teacher Interview, if you have not already done so. This can be done online on the
Sentral Parent Portal or you can contact our friendly office staff to assist you.
Regards,
Michael Youngs
Acting Assistant Principal

I do believe something very magical
can happen when you read a good book.
-J.K Rowling

Upcoming Events
2021 Chocolate Raffle
Free Dress Day
Thursday, March 25 is Free Dress Day! If you would like to participate please bring
either a chocolate donation for our raffle prize, or a gold coin.
Please remember the school rules of no makeup or jewellery, and be sun smart!
Appropriate closed-toe shoes are also required.
Raffle will be drawn at the Easter Parade on April 1.

Easter

PARADE

Our Easter parade will be held on Thursday 1st April in the
gymnasium just after 9am and we look forward to seeing
all the hats and Easter dress up’s.
Parents and family members are most welcome to attend.
The Easter Raffle will be drawn at the end of the parade.
Students are encouraged to make an Easter bonnet/hat
at home, however classrooms will also spend time
making a hat. This will encourage social development
and fine motor skills with all students.
3

Upcoming Events

Wellbeing
Staying Safe Online - How to build digital intelligence
While the internet is a great way to learn, work and play, with technology comes risks. Do you know how to keep your
child safe online?

Did you know?
1 in 5 young people
reported being abused,
threatened or socially
excluded online.
Follow these SMART
tips to help keep you
and your family safe:
Some of the risks and dangers to discuss with your child:
●
●
●

●
●

Privacy – your personal information could be seen by anyone. It could be viewed by friends, family and strangers.
Permanency – once something is posted it can stay online for a long time, even forever, and even when comments or
photos are deleted.
Identity fraud – people can gather enough information about a person to steal their identity. They can use this to do
illegal things like steal your money or commit crimes under your name. It could also be used to create fake profiles to
ruin someone’s reputation or to bully others.
Trolling – this is when someone misuses social websites to cause conflict or harm to an individual or group.
Catfishing – a person can pretend to be someone they’re not by stealing a profile or creating a fake one. They can use
this profile to trick people.

Ways to keep safe online. These tips are written for children, sourced from the Kids Helpline website:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Be careful of requests – only accept ‘friend’ requests from people you know in real life. This reduces the chance of
getting into an unsafe situation.
Block anyone you’ve had contact with that was negative or unsafe – this stops them from having contact with you.
Think before you upload and share photos – If you wouldn’t show the photo to your parents, don’t post it. Once it’s
uploaded, it’s no longer private and could be viewed by friends, family, teachers and strangers.
Be mindful of what you write to others – if you wouldn’t say it face-to-face, don’t say it online.
Keep your online friends online – never agree to meet someone you’ve only known online on your own.
Think about your privacy – avoid sharing personal information that could be misused by someone in real life. This
includes your password.
Protect your identity – pick a username that isn’t your real name and a profile picture that doesn’t show any personal
information, such as your school or identifiable places in your neighbourhood.
Source: kidshelpline.com.au/
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MAB
Many of you will remember these blocks from your time at school - Multibase
Arithmetic Blocks (MAB), also known as Base Ten Blocks or Dienes blocks (after the
mathematician who promoted their use) have long been used by students to learn
place value, number concepts, operations, measurement, and more. As shown
below, a unit (single cube) represents one; a rod (ten units joined together) equals
ten; a flat (ten rods joined together) is equal to one hundred; and the large 10 x 10 x
10 cube represents one thousand.
Students can physically represent what they’re learning so they can develop a
deeper understanding of the meaning of each concept. By building number
combinations with MAB, students ease into the concept of regrouping or trading,
and can see the logical development of each operation.

Students in 4M recently used MAB to spell out their names, then worked out the
‘value’ of their name, by adding the value of the various blocks together. Some
students then represented the answer with MAB.

Source: www.amathsdictionaryforkids.com, www.hand2mind.com
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Indonesian
Indonesian is taught as part of our specialist program at
CPPS. Our Indonesian teacher, Pak McDonald, takes each
class for one session a week. During these sessions
students explore the Indonesian language and culture.

Why do we learn a LOTE? (Language Other Than

Why Bahasa Indonesia?
Luckily, Indonesian is a
comparatively easy language to
learn. Indonesia is Australia’s
nearest neighbour and an increasingly
important trading partner and ally. Right
on Australia’s doorstep there are over
290 million speakers of this language.

English)
Studies have found that childhood is the perfect time to
learn an additional language, as the brain is in its ‘critical
period’ of learning between birth and up to the age of ten.
Younger brains are more flexible during this period, with
their learning receptors finding it easier to absorb new
combinations of sounds than older brains with established
first-language comprehension. Learning an additional
language also provides a multitude of benefits to students,
including:
●

Boosts Brain Power: Research has shown the
brain of bilingual and multilingual children have
denser gray matter compared to monolingual study
participants.

●

Improved English literacy and comprehension
skills: A student’s understanding of their first
language is enhanced by learning a second
language, as they can draw clear links between
cross-lingual phonetic and semantic patterns.

●

Better problem-solving and other cognitive
abilities: Switching between different languages in
both speech and thought enhances multi-tasking,
problem solving and critical thinking abilities
among students of all ages.

●

Increased Cultural Awareness and Empathy:
Children have the opportunity to become more
culturally aware and have the ability to better
understand and appreciate cultural differences and
different perspectives, which helps them be more
open to different ways of thinking.

Source: worldliteracyfoundation.org, languagekids.com, goodschools.com.au

Top: students learn the Indonesian names of colours.
Bottom: students are playing ‘Heads Down Thumbs Up’, where
they have to guess who tagged them by saying the object or
phrase in the picture the person is holding. Students can speak in
Indonesian, or provide the English meaning, reinforcing what they
have learnt throughout the lesson.
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What we’ve been doing in:

Indonesian

How to learn an additional language. So easy
a baby could do it!
As babies we have all learnt
to speak our native language,
with very little conscious effort. We listened and
gradually mastered words and phrases to
communicate.
With this in mind, Indonesian lessons are designed so
students can continually hear and understand spoken
Indonesian. Learning happens best when the learner
feels interested but not pressured. Students can try
speaking Indonesian when they feel ready to do so.
To make repeated spoken language more interesting,
lessons include games, quizzes, singing and
competitions, as well as some reading and writing.

Throughout this semester students are
focusing on the following areas:
Prep – Saying my Name, Saying Hello, Saying how I’m
feeling, Numbers, Colours, and more.

Grades 1 to 2 – Revise the above, Describing people,
My Family, Animals, Endangered Indonesian Animals,
My Ambitions.

Grades 3 to 4 – Hobbies and Games in Indonesia,
Transport & Transport in Indonesia, Food and
Indonesian Cuisine, At school, School in Indonesia.

Grades 5 to 6 – Clothing and Batik print making, The
Natural Environment, Religions of Indonesia, My
House and Traditional Indonesian Houses.
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Community News
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