
Over the past two weeks the school has continued to see lots of positive 

behaviour from the students in the yard and the classroom. This is really pleasing 

as it enables the school to provide a safe, supportive and nurturing environment 

for the students to learn.

I would like to thank Mrs McLure and Mrs Sarnyai for the newest piece of 

artwork on the gym wall. This reminder to our students encourages positive 

choices and kindness to all. This attribute is one that we want to promote across 

all areas of school life.

Lunch orders have been a big hit on a Tuesday at school. Students are reminded 

to ensure the rubbish and food wrappers taken outside needs to be placed in a 

bin provided to keep our school clean and tidy.

Congratulations to our school leaders who have been very supportive of the 

school since taking on this role. The leaders have continued to display the values 

and attributes expected of them as a leader to best support the running of the 

school. I am very pleased to hear that our local Member of Parliament Ms 

Pauline Richards will be honouring our leaders in her address to Parliament on 

Thursday 4th March. Ms Richards is keen to support the next generation to 

develop strong leadership opportunities.

Finally, students are reminded that they must be wearing school uniform at all 

times at school. Students not wearing correct uniform will be directed to an 

undercover play area adjacent the prep playground. Students are also reminded 

of our behavioural expectations when speaking with staff and ensure they show 

respect at all times.

Ross Carlson
Principal
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Studies show that healthy parent–teacher relationships are a significant factor in student success.  When everybody is working 

together in the best interests of your child, they are likely to reap academic and social benefits, such as:

● regular school attendance

● positive school results

● a positive attitude towards school

● positive social and relationship skills

● a sense of wellbeing

● school completion

● progression to post-secondary education like TAFE, university

How to build a strong parent-school relationship:

● Be involved in the school community in whatever ways you can.
● Talk informally with teachers at pick-up times or by email or phone
● Go to parent-teacher interviews and parent meetings.
● Check the school website and emails regularly.
● Trust the teacher’s professionalism

Children need to know that their parents are fully behind what their teachers are trying to achieve if they are going to 
commit fully to learning. The best way to support your child’s teacher is to trust their knowledge, professionalism and 
experience. Avoid the temptation to question the expertise of teachers in front of students, particularly when the 
teachers use methods that you are unfamiliar with. Initiate conversations with teachers around methodology to give 
them the chance to explain the approach they are taking.

● Go through the right channels

Despite the best teaching practices things do go wrong at school. Kids experience learning difficulties. Conflict and peer 
rejection happen. Kids will often come home from school with grievances, and call on you for assistance. Resist the urge 
to react emotionally. If you need to contact teachers do so respectfully, calmly and through the correct channels. A 
measured response will generally achieve the best result for your child.

● Build links to student learning

If you want your child to improve their learning, take an interest in what they are doing. Follow school and teacher 
guidelines about helping at home and attend as many conferences, meetings and events involving your child as 
possible. This strategy has a significant, long-term impact on your child’s attitude to learning.

● Stay in touch

Life’s not always smooth sailing for kids of any age, and changes can affect their learning. Make sure that you keep 
teachers up to date with significant changes or difficulties that your child experiences so they can accommodate your 
child’s emotional and learning needs at school. 

Building healthy parent–teacher relationships doesn’t just happen.  It takes goodwill from both sides, a commitment to setting 
aside the time necessary to support the home-based learning tasks that are expected, and a willingness to communicate both 
concerns and commendations through the correct channels. Not all parents can be involved in school as much as they’d like, 
but you can still let your child know that school is important to your family. Talking about school with your child  and being 
positive about the school and its staff sends the message that you value education and are interested in what’s happening for 
your child at school.

Building healthy relationships with teachers

 or apprenticeships.
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What we’ve been doing in:

Prep

This week our Prep students did an experiment in colour 
change.  Each student was given a container of thickened 
cream with a marble in it.  They shook the container 
continuously for several minutes and the cream became 
thicker, before the fat molecules in the cream clumped 
together, separating from the liquid, while turning a pale 
shade of yellow. 
After starting with white cream, what a surprise for the 
students that opened their containers to find yellow butter! 

experiment

3



What we’ve been doing in:

Grade 1 / 2 Z
This week Grade 1 / 2 Z headed outside for Maths, as they 
explored capacity.  Capacity is the amount of liquid a 
container can hold.  Students compared how the shape of 
containers can make the same amount of liquid look 
different.  Students also estimated how many cups of water 
different containers could hold.

Capacity is an important element of Maths that is used in 
everyday life, whether it’s pouring a glass of milk, filling your 
cereal bowl, measuring out ingredients for a recipe, filling up 
a car's petrol tank or just adding detergent to the washing 
machine.
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Narrative Writing
Narrative writing is writing that has a story, characters, conflict and resolution.  Narrative writing is beneficial for building essential language 
skills.  

At the beginning of their educational journey, students use a mix of drawing, dictating and writing to tell a story. As students proceed through 
primary school, they begin to use dialogue, descriptive details and other techniques to make their stories more interesting and engaging. 
Students learn to use their imaginations to think outside of the box and craft unique and exciting stories.  In primary school, students read 
many narrative books and texts, whether they're non-fiction accounts of historical events or fictional chapter books. Studying how to write in 
the narrative style improves a student's ability to read and understand narrative texts, therefore gaining improved reading skills. 

Narrative writing uses language in a completely different way than opinion or informative writing. Language devices, like onomatopoeia, 
alliteration and hyperbole, make connecting words and crafting phrases fun and interesting, and they provide new ways to add details or 
change sentence structure. 

Below are examples from 3 / 4L of how students plan their narrative pieces using the story map to record their ideas for the setting, 
characters and the story’s beginning, middle and end.  On the right we can see the opening paragraphs they have written for their 
stories...some fantastic ideas here - can’t wait to read the rest of the story!
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Community News

Master Blasters: 
Ages 7-10

Junior Blasters: 
Ages 5-7 

If you’re at the end of your tether trying to get your children 
to pay attention to what you’re saying (AND get them to 
cooperate), this is something you’ll want to catch…

Why we yell at our kids... and how to break free
Thursday 11 March | 8pm AEDT
Register here 

FREE WEBINAR
The Screaming Spiral 

with Dr Justin Coulson

The Get Active Kids Voucher Program helps eligible 
families get their kids involved in organised sport 
and  recreation activities by reimbursing the cost of 
membership and registration fees, uniforms and 
equipment. Eligible children may be able to receive 
up to $200 each.

Find out if you are eligible 
to apply for your children 
and what types of activities 
and costs are included here.

Get Active Kids Voucher Program

Click to
BOOK NOW

It’s time to book your child’s place 
in our school holiday program.  
We’ve got so many activities 
planned, including a dance 
workshop, excursion, animal 
themed activities, arts and crafts 
and more.  View the program and 
more information here.

https://happyfamiliesfamilyeducation.ac-page.com/the-screaming-spiral
https://www.getactive.vic.gov.au/vouchers/how-to-apply/
https://theircare.com.au/holiday-programs/cranbourne-park-primary-school/
https://theircare.com.au/holiday-programs/cranbourne-park-primary-school/
http://18nejq3vydk62l35k834ions-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/Holiday-Program/CranbourneParkPS.pdf

