
Welcome to another edition of the school newsletter. It is always pleasing to see 

what has been happening in our classrooms and around the school.

The book fair was a huge success and has allowed the school to 

purchase just over $1,000 worth of new books for students. 

Thank you to all of our families for supporting the fair.

Last term students in grades 4, 5 and 6 participated in the Student Attitude to 

School survey. This survey asks questions related to the school management and 

their feelings/thoughts about their safety at school.

These results are due out to the school soon and we expect to be able to share 

them with the community by the end of the term. These results will help us 

navigate the direction of our school.

The uniform survey is still open and we encourage parents to participate. Paper 

copies are available in the office if you need one. So far the results indicate that 

parents prefer a single colour shirt rather than the two tone and would like to see 

other options for design. School Council will look at all the results at the next 

meeting and develop the next step.

I remind students about appropriate behaviours at school and that consequences 

do apply. Swearing continues to be a problem when things go wrong out in the 

yard or the classroom. Students turn to swearing at each other rather than trying 

to respectfully resolve the conflict. Our school value of respect and the behaviour 

matrix in classrooms clearly outlines the need to speak to one another in an 

appropriate way. Students who make a choice to swear also make the choice to 

lose some of their yard time. Students in the senior grades particularly need to 

start to rethink their choices.

Finally, we look forward to Mr Youngs returning next week. He has been spending 

some quality time at home with his daughter Charlotte and we hope to see more 

photos soon.

Ross Carlson

Principal

Dates to Remember

Friday, June 25 - Last day of Term
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Research shows that children who 

are given exposure to books daily 

by someone who loves books will 

develop the desire to learn to 

read. When you do your best to 

find time to read aloud every day, 

you're doing much more than 

"just" reading to your child.

 

When you make time to read 

aloud to your child,, you also make 

time for:

● Enjoying the sheer 

pleasure that books can 

bring

● Real-life exposure to the 

language and literacy skills 

students have been 

learning throughout the 

course of the school day

● Inspiring beginning 

readers to plunge onward 

with their reading efforts

● Sending the message that 

reading books is so 

important, that time is 

made for it every day 

without exception.

If you are not 
willing to 

learn, no one 
can help you. 

If you are 
determined 
to learn, no 
one can stop 
you.  - Zig Ziglar



Wellbeing
Is your home child-safe?
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At home we feel comfortable and safe, however sometimes our homes may not be 
safe enough for children.

Injuries are the biggest health problem 

our children face.  The most common place 
for any injury to occur is the home .

150 The number of 
Australian children 
(aged 0-14 years) 
that die each year

68,000
The number of Australian children 
(aged 0-14 years) that 
are hospitalised 
each year

as a result of 
unintentional injuries – the kind often 
referred to as ‘accidents‘. 

Many of these can be prevented.

THE GOOD NEWS:
You can help protect children from injury. There are 
some simple steps you can take to make your home 
a safer place for children:

Spot the hazards:  Kidsafe recommends 
getting down on your hands and knees 
and looking at your house from a child’s 
perspective. 

Deal with the hazards: This step 
depends on the hazard you are treating.  
Try to remove the hazard.  Guard against 
the hazard, if you are unable to remove 
it.  Always supervise children closely and 
keep them within reach. 

Make the changes: Act immediately - 
children are not protected until they are 
separated from the hazard. 

Most of us ‘baby-proof’ our homes when 
we welcome our children into the world, 
but often we can forget that hazards can 
change as our children grow.

To make sure your home is safe,
 “A Parent’s Guide to Kidsafe Homes” can 
be downloaded here.  This booklet 
contains a handy checklist you can work 
through to ensure your home is safe for 
the whole family.

https://kidsafe.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/201906-Final-A-Parents-Guide-to-Kidsafe-Homes-Web.pdf


What we’ve been doing in:

Buddy Program
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56B and 6S have been learning about prepositions - words that describe an object in relation to a place. 
Recently, 56B and 6S did a preposition activity with their prep buddies. They made a picture that the preps could 
manipulate to show positions, such as behind, next to, over, beneath, etc. There were pictures of a bee and 
flowers, a caterpillar and apple, a fish in a tank. Then the preps made up a story for their senior buddies based on 
the pictures. We finished off the session with a game of Simon says to reinforce some of the positional words. 
There was lots of fun and learning for both preps and seniors. 
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What we’ve been doing in:

Physical Education
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CPPS were grateful to have Origin Tennis hold tennis workshops for 
Grade 3-6 students during PE sessions recently.  Funded by the 
government-run Sporting Schools Program, the workshops ran for three 
weeks, and our students were able to learn skills and techniques, such 
as forehand, backhand, lob and volley shots.



What we’ve been doing in:

Gardening Club
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Term 2 has brought a hive of activity to the gardens at CPPS. 

Gardening Club is open everyday throughout the week at recess and lunchtime for all students from 
Grades 1—6.  We are so lucky to have this valuable resource and as a result we have a number of 
students who dedicate a lot of time and energy into making this space as productive as possible.

Year round, there is always plenty to do in the garden however, this term we have been busy preparing 
for the winter vege garden.  Our garden beds have been weeded, soil turned and aerated as well as 
being fertilised  using compost from our own compost bins.  The children were busy reviewing the 
best vegetable plants to be planted for the winter season,  and planting these seedlings into the 
garden beds.
 
CRAFT CORNER
In the last two weeks we have also had a 
small group of our Year 6 students under 
the supervision of Ms McLure, provide a 
craft group in the garden area at lunch-
times.  There has been an overwhelming 
response by the younger students to join 
in this and we are hoping to continue to 
offer more exciting activities (weather 
permitting) in the following weeks.  A huge
thank you to Lucy, Jade, Sophia and 
Jasmine for showing great leadership and 
giving up their time to share their 
knowledge and love of craft activities 
with other students.
 



Talk for Writing
The Talk for Writing program uses spoken activities to develop writing skills. Many students find the writing process, both 

fiction and non-fiction, extremely challenging. These students may have wonderful ideas, but struggle to get their thoughts 

onto the page.  As children read and are read to, they store patterns that form the building blocks of written expression. In 

order to write sentence patterns appropriate to a given text (e.g. a recount starts with ‘when, who, what and where’ 

elements) children need to have these patterns modelled with multiple opportunities to say them before being expected to 

write them. 

In Talk For Writing, the process of “Imitation – Innovation – Invention” is explored. Students learn to orally recite and act out 

popular stories through listening and reading. The teacher maps out the story using pictures to aid students’ memory. The 

repetition allows the students to interact with the text and helps them to internalise the language patterns and text features. 

Students are then taught to use the underlying structure of the original text to create their own version on a different topic. 

Over time, they move towards independent writing as they create texts about their own topics.

This term grade 1/2 have started Talk 4 Writing. We focus on a text type and story for a four week block. At the beginning of 

the term we were looking at narratives and the story Goldilocks and the Three Bears. At a recent assembly students recited 

and acted out Goldilocks and the Three Bears to showcase the ‘Imitation’ process of Talk For Writing. Continued next page...

6Source: dsf.net.au, talk4writing.com

Top: Grade 1 / 2 students performing at assembly.  Left: An example of a story map. Above: Pie 
Corbett, co-developer of Talk for Writing demonstrates some time connective actions.



What we’ve been doing in:

Grade 1 / 2
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This week we started our new topic of procedural writing and are exploring the text How to Catch a Dragon. This 

week the children have been introduced to our procedural text by following dragon footsteps to a trap. As part of 

writing a procedural text, students have made fairy bread then written instructions. We’ve had so much fun! 

- Mrs Zach, Grade 1 / 2 Team Leader. 
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Winter Holiday Program
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The National Boys Choir of Australia is about to hold preliminary auditions for boys in Grades 1 and 2 
to commence in July 2021 or January 2022 intake. Auditions will take place from June. Auditions are 
free, informal, and take only a few minutes. The most promising candidates will be invited to a second 
audition at the Choir studios in Ringwood.

For over 50 years, the National Boys Choir of Australia has performed extensively both nationally and 
internationally, and regularly with the Melbourne Symphony and Opera Australia. The choir is also 
recognised from the Qantas ‘I Still Call Australia Home’ advertisements and performances at Carols by 
Candlelight each year.

If you would like to arrange an appointment for your son, or know someone else who might be 
interested, please visit the Choir website.

https://nationalboyschoir.com.au/events/2021-auditions/
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